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The lecturer's union says people should know their final exam results before applying for
university rather than relying on what it calls 'highly inaccurate predicted grades'.
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The most recent figures show that about three quarters of applicants got worse results
than their teachers had forecast.
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Head teachers have backed the calls for a change saying that relying on predicted grades is
out of date and no longer fit for purpose.
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But the university admissions service, UCAS, wants to keep the current timetable saying
that if applications began after the academic year had finished, poorer students would have
less access to advice from their teachers.
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I. What do some lecturers and head teachers think is wrong with predicted grades?

2. According to figures, how many university applicants achieved exam grades that were

predicted or better than expected?

3. True or false? Head teachers think that predicted grades help poorer students get a place

at university.

4. Why does UCAS think poorer students would be disadvantaged if predicted grades were

abolished?
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I. What do some lecturers and head teachers think is wrong with predicted grades?
They are highly inaccurate in predicting the grade a student will get in the real
exam.

2. According to figures, how many university applicants achieved exam grades that were
predicted or better than expected?

A quarter of applicants achieved this - the most recent figures show that about
three quarters of applicants got worse results than their teachers had forecast.

3. True or false? Head teachers think that predicted grades help poorer students get a place
at university.

False. Head teachers want to stop predicted grades saying that relying on
predicted grades is out-of-date and no longer fit for purpose.

4. Why does UCAS think poorer students would be disadvantaged if predicted grades were
abolished?
It thinks poorer students would have less access to advice from their teachers.
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