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Extinction: 'Time is running out' to save SHBHF:
sharks and rays
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The study found a dramatic decline in sharks and rays found in the open oceans,

including hammerheads, mako sharks, and the giant manta ray.

MR R, TEAEEERIN & feE a8 e S8 N, HhafEiEs . ki
UV T 1 i 5

Since 1970, shark and ray catches have tripled, pushing many species to the

brink of extinction.
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The scientists say overfishing of sharks and rays jeopardises the health of entire
ocean ecosystems, as well as food security for some of the world's poorest

countries.
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They're calling on governments to set science-based fishing limits to secure a

brighter future for these extraordinary animals.
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1. True or false? There are three times as many shark and ray catches as there were
in 1970.

2. Name two shark and/or ray species found in the open oceans which have seen
a dramatic decline.

3. What does overfishing of sharks and rays threaten, according to the scientists?

4. What do scientists think governments should do to secure a brighter future for
these animals?
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1. True or false? There are three times as many shark and ray catches as there were
in 1970.

True. Since 1970, shark and ray catches have tripled (become three times as
many).

2. Name two shark and/or ray species found in the open oceans which have seen
a dramatic decline.

Any two of the following: hammerheads, mako sharks, and the giant manta ray.
3. What does overfishing of sharks and rays threaten, according to the scientists?

The scientists say it jeopardises the health of entire ocean ecosystems, as well
as food security for some of the world's poorest countries.

4. What do scientists think governments should do to secure a brighter future for
these animals?

They think governments should set science-based fishing limits.
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