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Discussion on banning boiling lobsters SR

alive in the UK
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Some creatures are so different from us that we can only guess how aware or
sentient they are. An octopus has arms that can smell and taste. They can solve
problems, even escape from aquariums. Lobsters and crabs hunt, reproduce, and

can regrow limbs. But none of these animals has a brain in the human sense.
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Should we have to lessen their pain when we kill them like we stun cattle or gas
chickens? Scientists are divided. The animal welfare bill going through
Parliament would give many animals the right to more humane treatment, but it

would only apply to vertebrates — in other words, species closer to humans.
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However, after pressure from welfare campaigners, ministers are set to extend

the definition to cover lobsters, crabs, octopuses, squid and other invertebrates.
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Some may need to be stunned before being killed. There is likely to be
opposition from the fishing industry. But there is precedent. Boiling lobsters

alive is illegal in Norway, Switzerland and New Zealand.
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1. True or false? An octopus’s arms are capable of tasting and smelling things.

2. What types of animals would have received better treatment in the previously
proposed animal welfare bill?

3. Who pressured the ministers for changes to the animal welfare bill?

4. In which countries is boiling lobsters alive banned?
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1. True or false? An octopus’s arms are capable of tasting and smelling things.
True. An octopus has arms that can smell and taste.

2. What types of animals would have received better treatment in the previously
proposed animal welfare bill?

The previously proposed animal welfare bill would have only applied to
vertebrates - in other words, species closer to humans.

3. Who pressured the ministers for changes to the animal welfare bill?
Animal welfare campaigners put pressure on ministers for the changes.
4. In which countries is boiling lobsters alive banned?

Boiling lobsters alive is illegal in Norway, Switzerland and New Zealand.
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