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Earth has more tree species than JUEH
we thought
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The question of how many species exist on Earth isn't easy to answer, even for
trees, which are among the largest and most ubiquitous of living things. Past
estimates have come up with a figure of about 60,000 or so different types of

tree.
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But scientists now think that's an underestimate, suggesting thousands of rare
species unknown to science are still to be discovered, particularly in tropical

rainforests such as the Amazon.
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The data, based on advanced statistical analysis of a huge global database of

trees, will be used to help assess priorities for conservation.
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Forests play an essential role in absorbing carbon dioxide emissions and
regulating the climate. Yet, they're increasingly being lost to logging, fires and
global heating — particularly in the parts of the world that harbour the most rare

and undiscovered species.
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1. How many different types of trees did scientists previously think there were?
2. Where does a lot of logging and fires particularly occur?
3. What do scientists think is still to be discovered?

4. How will the new data about tree species help protect them?
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1. How many different types of trees did scientists previously think there were?

Past estimates showed there were about 60,000 or so different types of tree.

2. Where does a lot of logging and fires particularly occur?

It particularly occurs in the parts of the world that harbour the rarest and
undiscovered species.

3. What do scientists think is still to be discovered?

They think thousands of rare species of trees, unknown to science, are still to
be discovered.

4. How will the new data about tree species help protect them?

The data, based on advanced statistical analysis of a huge global database of
trees will be used to help assess priorities for conservation.
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